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would be nothing left for them to do but to make a separate
agreement.

So reasoned the Foreign Secretary. If general peace
negotiations ensued, he was prepared to barter Courland
and Lithuania against possible Allied annexations on
Germany's Western frontier. These might go back to Russia,
despite the dangers thus involved for the many Baltic
Germans therein, provided only that Germany remained
intact in the West. The Secretary of State was a man who
believed in doing one thing at a time, and, though he hoped
for a separate peace, for the moment he devoted himself
to the work in hand, which was the negotiation of a general
settlement.

With Hertling, Kuhlmann met the Reichstag party
leaders immediately before his departure for Brest-Litovsk.
To them he unfolded the policy which the Government
proposed to follow in the forthcoming negotiations, a policy
based upon the Peace Resolution of July, and embodying
the Soviet formula of no annexations and no indemnities.
From the Centre to the Left Kiihlmann's views received
wholehearted support. There were many among the
members of these parties who genuinely desired a just
peace with Russia and who sincerely hoped that the results
of the conference might be such that " no Russian will
have to regard as a misfortune for his country the peace
which is now being concluded ".*

From the jingoes of the Right, the Fatherland Party,
came a more qualified form of approval. It mattered little to
Westarp and Stresemann what formula of " abracadabra "
was recited so long as the result was the addition of the
Baltic Provinces to the Reich, and the " protective belt "
required by the Supreme Command. If Kuhlmann could ob-
tain these by means of his policy, well and good, the Con-
servatives and the National Liberals would support him ;
but they warned him frankly that " we have purchased
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